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Goals 
 

 Name the major figures in the development of the “Blue Baby Operation” 
 Compare/contrast the roles & diversity of medical personnel by gender, 

race, religion, ethnicity, & sexual orientation in the 1940s & the 2010s. 
 To recognize bias in ourselves and others as we practice pediatrics. 

 

 

Objectives 
 

Upon completion of this module, the reader should be able to: 
 

1. Identify one’s own biases. 
2. Be unable to refer to the original systemic-to-pulmonary shunt as anything 

but the BTT Shunt 
  

Pre-Meeting Preparation 
 

1. Take the Implicit Association Test 

(https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html) for Race. 

2. Watch the first half of ‘Something the Lord Made” in morning report on 

Monday. Use a DVD, watch on streaming services, or on Youtube. 
  

 Meeting Agenda 

 
1. Finish watching the movie. 

2. Discuss the following as a group. 

 
Compare and contrast the qualities of Vivien Thomas that are recognized by Dr. Alfred Blalock and 
by others in the 1940s. 
 

Helen Taussig was also a minority in medicine. How is she treated differently or similarly to Vivien? 
Do you think the relationship between Helen & Vivien is different because of their minority status? 
 

Should we call the BT Shunt the BTT Shunt? 
 

Extra Credit 

  

Take another Implicit Association Test. What does the literature say about interventions to 

change your implicit biases? 
 

Check out the American Board of Pediatrics Workforce Report. Look at race & gender trends. 

 

Text the program director once you find out for whom Eileen Saxon’s father worked. 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://www.abp.org/sites/abp/files/pdf/workforcebook.pdf
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